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? Model life tables are sets of life tables based on the generalization of empirical relationships derived from a group of observed life
tables. The Coale-Demeny Regional Model Life Tables and the United Nations Life Tables for Developing Countries are the two main
systems of model life tables. These systems are based on empirical life tables that have been developed on the principle of
narrowing the selection of a life table to those considered realistic on the basis of examination of mortality levels and patterns
calculated for actual populations. These systems cover a wide variety of mortality experiences, so that one may be more
appropriate than other for a particular country. Each system has families of life tables. The families in the Coale-Demeny system
are: East, West, North and South and the families in the United Nations system are: Latin American, Chilean, South Asian, Far East
and General (United Nations, 1983).
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